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Missed
in action

A BEAUTIFULLY played game of
chess is something we all admire, and
over the years many such encounters
between leading masters have found
their way into this column. But there
is also a side to tournament play that

where grandmasters are demoted to
mere mortals, the games containing
blunders and miscalculations that a
rabbit might have avoided.

While such disasters should be less
aesthetically pleasing than brilliant
sacrifices or positional masterpieces, it
is reassuring to see that even the
greatest occasionally stumble. And
then there is the gruesome fascination
exerted by a good swindle, when a
player artfully escapes from a lost

- position.

. Below are four positions that
fooled masters, grandmasters and
New Zealand internationals. The

traps they fell into, as it happens, are
all fairly subtle, but you may be able
to do better. Solutions are upside
down at the end of the column.

(1) White to play, Velickovic-Velimi-
rovic, Yugoslavia 1981. b o

I remember watching this ad-
{ journed game, between an interna-
tional master and a grandmaster, at
the Vrsac fournament. Young Velic-
kovic, a bishop and pawn up, had
spent the adjournment with friends,
but probably hardly bothered to

his king to d8 and march the pawn
forward. Cre

Can you guess what White played
next — and how the game then went?

(2) White‘ito play, Spi/vler-Garbett,
Waitakere Trust Open 198].
This' and the next position both

poisoned than Snow White's apple.
Here leading Auckland player Paul

happened next? . \

T e

the public rarely sees — the games

analyse. White would simply march .

feature White eating a pawn more -

Spiller captured with 18.QXf7. What

(3) White to play, Hubner-Portisch,
Tilburg 1981.

Top Hungarian grandmaster Lajos -
Portisch has been swindled by West
German world title candidate Robert
Hubner so many times it is amusing
to see him getting his own. back. The
position is unclear — White has three
pawns for his piece — but here Hub-
ner got just a little too -greedy. He
snatched a fourth with 46.BXb3, and
allowed Portisch an inspired com-
bination. :
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(4) Black to play, Alexandria-Chi- |
burdanidze, USSR 1981.

The championship tussle between
these two Georgians was so close it |
ended in an 8-8 tie, meaning Chi-
burdanidze just retained her title.
Alexandria may have missed her big
chance as early as game two in a
double-blunder sequence. Chiburda-
nidze (playing Black in the diagram
position) responded to the check on

Z
,

‘her king by moving 38..Kh7? Alex-

andria replied 39.RXg6? and later
drew. Could you have found what
Alexandria missed, and perhaps be-
come women’s world champion?

Solutions
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- MURRAY CHANDLER
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